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W.V.F.N.C.A. CAMP~OUT MILDURA: August 24-26 


Members wishing to stay at the Apex Caravan Park are reminded 
to make their bookings as soon as possible either through k. E. 
Corbould, 204 Eighth St., Mildura 3500 (Ph. 050-230149) or with 
the Apex Park, Box 123 Mildura. (Ph. 050~-232309) mentioning the 
S.N.R.T. block booking. Bookings at the Park are very heavy 


and the block booking cannot be held indefinitely. Friday 24th 
Aug. “Get Together" at the Club Rooms at & p.m. or later. 


NEISON CAMP-OUT: October 12-14 


A feature of this camp will be to view the Glenelg River by 
boat ~- thus it is important that Mr. Beauglehole knows how many 
persons require a seat on the "Nelson Endeavour" which has a 
capacity of 84 persons. The boat to leave Nelson 1 p.m. on the 
Saturday and 9 a.m. on the Sunday. Charges $4 per adult and $2 
per child. Replies by 20th August if possible please. 

Outside dormitories and inside bunks are available for the 


week-end. Further information tabled, or available from committee. 
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NEW MEMBERS. At the July meeting the President had pleasure in 
welcoming five new members. We wish Gail Spicer, Lorraine Duffy, 
Mrs. Robyn Wilson, Mrs. Wakefield and Rob. Mott @ long and 


rewarding association with the Club. 
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WHITE-NAPED HONEYEATER: FINAL CHAPTER. The small bird with the 
broken leg, that Marj. and Ken Hammond nursed and fed so capably 
for seven weeks finally died. The vet. had to eventually 
amputate the leg, and it's to Marj. and Ken's credit that they 
kept it alive for so long. 


TWO PLUS ONE PLUS ONE EQUALS FOUR: ‘Twenty eight days after the 
sighting of two plovers eggs at the Mt. Helen Campus of B.C.A.E. 


two chicks have been sighted, fending for themselves, but well 
protected and guarded. 

There may be three, but as the grassy area is Plover 
Territory I hesitate to trespass as I have been "buzzed" when 
inadvertently trespassing. There was one egg remaining in the 
nest, and, as it was abandoned, has been rescued by the Environ 
mental Science Department. But what of the third egg? 


Did it hatch? Did the chick not survive the cold, wet week-end 
or was a predator responsible? 

I have wondered who keeps guard over a plover's nest - the 
male or female. The plovers nesting in the grass at the Eureka 
Stockade swimming pool enclosure changed guard during ea short 
speli of sunshine during an otherwise lunch hour. Now, do they 
share the task evenly? H. Burgess. 
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THE ROLE AND ACTIVITIES OF THE C.C.V. MR. GEOFF WESCOTT, 


Mr. Geoff Wescott, who was recently installed as the Director 
of the Conservation Council of Victoria, outlined to members the 
Role and Activities of the C.C.V. 

Mr. Wescott listed its role as threefold:- 

1. to coordinate the activities of ite member organizations. 

2. To act as a watchdog on environmental matters. 

3. Yo inform and educate Governments, Organizations, and 

Individuals about environmental matters. 


He went on to describe a number of examples of its watchdog 
activities, including its opposition to dumping of toxic wastes 
at Dargile, and its efforts to create an Alpine National Park. 
Mr. Wescott produced a number of informative books and publica- 
tions produced by che C.C.V. These included "Pumpkins, Poisons 
and People", which gives alternatives to chemical garden sprays, 
and "Seeds for Change", creatively confronting the energy crisis. 
Yhese books have been compiled by skilled and well-qualified 

individuals on behalf of vhe C.C.V. 


Mr. Wescott then described, at length, the alternatives to 
dumping toxic wastes, relating this to the rumoured site at - 
Scarsdale. He said that 90% of wastes were immediately treatable 
and that the technology was known for removing another 8%. ‘The 
remaining 2% could be stored until alternative treatments were 
found. 

Mr. Wescott urged that, if possible, our Club should send a 
representative to the C.C,V. meetings, to ensure that the genuine 
wish of member clubs was carried out. He said that an effort was 
being made lo hold some of its meetings at country centres to 

enable club participation in its activities. 


Me. Wescott later made an appeal for funds, either through 
the purchase of its informative books, or direct donations. 
Rob. Borch. : < 


C.C.V. AND MINISTRY FOR CONSERVATION 
JOINT SEMINAR 


Friday 17th August 1979. 7.30 - 10.00 p.m. Melbourne Zo00 

Education Centre, Royal Park. 

TITLE: Help Make It Happen Your Way: Participating in 
Environment Effects Assessment. 

SPEAKERS: Heg. Johnson, Peter Dunk, Phillip Dunk, Phillip Swann, 


George Wright and a Panel Discussion and Review. (No charge) 
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EXCURSION: SATURDAY 7th JULY 1979. 


Twenty-three people took part in the afternoon excursion 
to the southern slopes of vhe Creswick forest which borders the 
white Swan Reservoir. Between a forest Commission pine 
plantation and a Water Commission pine plantation lies an uniovely 
little strip of forest, mainly frequented by rubbish and old car 
dumpers, but rich in fungi in winter. 


Yhere was an interesting difference between the fungi 
found on this excursion, and that found in exactly the same area 
last winter. This year there was a noticeable lack of the usual 
brilliantly coloured Cortinars, and an absence of Stinkhorns. 
Amanitas occurred in much the same proportion as last year, as 
did Russulas and Collybias and Coral Fungus. However, whe find 
of the day was undoubtedly the discovery of a most unusual 
fungus with teeth in place of gills or pores. At least four 
“patches of these were found after Ruth Anderson discovered the 
first specimen. This fungus is not listed by Willis in his 
book “Toadsvools and Mushrooms", and the find could weil be very 
important. 


Species noticed were Collybia, Russula, ‘l'remella, Boletus, 
Cortinarius, Panellus, Clavaria, Coprinus, Ramaria, Lactarius, 
Leotia, Spherobolus, Fistulina, Lycoperdon, ‘'rametes and 
possibly Chlorosplenium (tiny blue-green dots on tree bark), 
Hydnum (the toothed fungus mentioned above) and Corticium (a 
fungus which covers the bark of a tree with a layer of bark- 
like fungus. ) 


It would be interesting if the Club could keep a regular 
winter fungus list for this small area. Rainfall and weather 
would make some difference to growth each year. The marked 
differences in the fungi listed in ‘78 and '79 might form part 
of a most interesting pattern over a ten year period. 


Florence Chuk. 


oe Further to the finding by Ruth Anderson of vhe 
toothed fungus on the excursion to the southern slopes of the 
Creswick forest on 7th July: florence Chuk sent a specimen 

+o the National Herbarium in Melbourne, and they were unable to 
identify it. It was then sent to the Herbarium of the Burniey 
Horticultural Society and Mr. Ian Pascoe positively identified 
the GE as Dentinum crocidens, a 2% cm toothed fungus, 
found in New Zealand. Mr. Wheeler will be featuring it in a 
future "Nature Notes" article in the "Courier". Ra 
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CLARKESDALE WORKING BEE 


Two lady members braved the cold conditions on 22nd July 
and spent the morning working at the Clarxesdale Bird Paddock 
near Linton. After lunch, a warm by a good fire, end a walk 
around uhe Paddock, two male members joined them, and, with a 
few others, spent some time mattocking gorse. Quite a lot was 
accomplished and their work was much appreciated. It was a 
matter of more hands making light work - the work achieved 
would have taken me much longer on my own, so “thank you" to 
those concerned. 


The Snterstunen walk revealed lots of leaves of spring- 
flowering plants appearing, as well as several of the planted 
shrubs in bloom, including Grevilleas, Correas, Hakeas and 
Wattles. The site of vhe Club's 1978 working bee was inapected 
and the well-grown shrubs there were admired. The planting of 
shrubs along the whole length of the creek has been a big 
project over the last few months, so it is hoped that birdlife 
will increase in the future as a result. 


Some birds observed during the day included Shrike-tit, 


White~eared Honeyeater, Yellow-tailed Thornbill, Speckled 
Warbler and Scarlet Robin, as well as Iittle Grebes on the dan. 


Members may be interested to know that the Hird Observers 
Club is holding an excursion to the area on 27th October, go 
are welcome to join in. 
Roger ‘thomas. 
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CLUES AND POLITICS = ACTIVITY OR ISOLATION? 


Many club members will express concern about entering a 
primarily social organization into the political area in an 
attempt to challenge or oppose a Government decision. ‘I too, 
regret this need, but I feel it is justified if a political 
decision opposes or threatens the prime objectives of the club. 
the constitution of the F.N.C.B. states its objectives thus; 
"To stimulate interest in natural history, and to encourage the 
preservation and protection of the natural environment." If 
we feel that a Government decision threatens our natural environ- 
ment without sufficient reason or safeguards, I believe we have 
a vignt, and a duty to respond. 


his is not "party politics". ‘tthe clubs action shouid be 
the same regardless of the party in power. Whilst I respect 
the need for using natural resources to preserve a standard of 
living which makes it possible for us to enjoy nature, we must 
ensure we don't destroy nature in the process. For then our 
wealth will be worthless; for we'll have nothing to enjoy. 


Government decisions may be unbalanced or ill~informed. 
they may be made in isolation with little or no local know- 
ledge, and without sufficient research. ‘they may not reflect 
the will of the people. They may be made, more with a view to 
expediency than accuracy. Mistakes can be made. 


Not all decisions by Government can be labelled this way, 
and not all decisions will need to be challenged. Any Govern~ 
ment requires accurate information about the impact of its 
proposals, and about public opinion. I reject the principle of 
protest for its own sake, but protest over specific decisions, 


with sufficient evidence. and reason, is beneficial to the 
Government, the Public, and the environment. 


Governments can change quickly, each with its own new 
ideas. But the environment cannot change so quickly, and 
cannot be re-created once it has been destroyed. I believe 
we must closely watch the decision makers, to ensure that 
their misvakes don't remain, long after they have gone. The 
active involvement of large numbers of individuals in their 
decisions, ensures that mistakes will be minimised. 


Rob. Eorch. 
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Rxiract from "THE WHITE LIONS OF TIMBAVATI" by Chris McBride. 
(Readers' Digest Condensed Bocks} 


"My own attivude to the problem of protecting wildlife has - 
changed fundamentally as a result of my studies in America. Ia 
wildlife management circles around the world, the traditional 
concept of preservation, which focussed on saving the animales 
themselves, has now given way to an emphasis on conservation, 


which focusses attention on the habitat. If you lose a few 


animals here or there through snaring or poaching, or through 
some farmer notching up two hundred plus lions, as one boasts 
he has done, it's disgraceful ~- bur it's not that significant. 
These actions have no long-term effect on the population. ; 
What we really need to concern ourselves with is the state of 


the environment. 


And to get the environment, the habivat, into a state 
that will support the widest possible variety of life, I now 
realize you have to accept the need for culling. 


Culling is still e controversial, hot-under-the-collexr 
word to preservationists. The very idea of shooting wild 
animals to conserve them seems a contradiction in terms. Yet 
modern conversationists know that in areas subject to periodic 
drought, surplus animals must be culled. In an artificial 
environment, culling cannot be left to predators, calf mortality 


rate and other natural causes." 
Contributed by H. Hooper. 
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VIEW OBSTRUCTED BY THE TREES: from 0. Moriarty, Association for 
Parks and Countryside Commissions of Australia. 


The letter of A. Francis (Devastation of Logging, "The Age" 
7/7) expresses the superficial, one~sided urban view against the 
use of our forests as a renewable natural resource for the benefit 
of man. 

The reality is truly stated in the letter of R.J. Sprunt 
(The Age, 5/7) Logging Can Lead to Beauty). 


One can look down on very recent logging on the spurs above 
the Kiewa River and elsewhere and cry out against the not pretty 
sight of logging and clear felling in progress. ‘That is asa far \ 
as the campaigners against logging will let a myopis vision 
FANE. 

One can also go along the Kiewa Kiver and look up at the 
beauty of regenerated trees regenerating after logging from a 
aecade or more ago. 

A far greater range of the beauty of regenersted trees can 


be observed on the road from Licola to Jamieson as described by 


R.Jd. Sprunt. 

It is inspiring to stand in and admire the beauty of the 40 
year old regenerated lofty trees and pleasant undergrowth of the 
Cann River forests. A film was made of that beauty and shown 
on television. 

fhe vivid beauty of seven-year old regenerated trees after 
logging at Eden lives in my memory. Ag with all listed here, it 
is captured and shown by me at meetings on coloured slides. 

The continuous stages of regeneration from present day log- 
ging - the prolific and diverse undergrowth with native flowering 
plants, the wild animals - wallabies, lyre birds, and a great 
variety of other birds happy in the lush young vegetation = can | 


be observed on the many scenic drives put in by the Forestry 
Commission at Eden. 

The same can be seen on the many forest drives of the Vic- | 
torian Forests Commission. Trees have a limited life. At about | 
80 to 100 years our eucalypts berin to rot in the centre as can | 
be seen on logging dumps at Licola. They should be felled and 
used to make way for a young generation. | 

Captain Hunter of the First Fleet at Sydney in 1787 recorded | 
his lament: "The trees were rotten in the heart, scarcely one. 
sound or serviceable in a dozen." (fo be concluded). | 


Contributed by H. Hooper. 


